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Reflections of the Playwright 
When Tracy Manning broached the idea of my writing a play for Taylor, 
I came to the conclusion that it might be nice for university students 
to play…well…university students.  The members of the White Rose 
attended lectures, wrote papers, cut classes, hung out together, and 
dated.  All were in their early twenties.  Each one thought his or her life 
was just beginning.
The world looks at them—full of hope and promise—and finds it hard 
to understand why they would ever choose to risk their lives “for an 
idea”. 
Sadly, some Christians look at them the same way.  They do so be-
cause they forget that the God Who inspired those young people isn’t 
an “idea” but a “Person”—a Person to be loved to the death.  It was 
love for Him—and for those He created—that impelled Hans Scholl, 
his sister Sophie, and the rest of the White Rose to fight a regime that 
had captured the soul of the German nation, conquered Europe, and 
threatened the entire civilized world.
Those of us who love the God in Whose service the members of the 
White Rose died can’t help but be humbled by their example.  They 
lived their lives fully, fiercely, passionately.  May more of us do the 
same! 
William Gebby
During the darkest days of WWII, a handful of Germans—armed with 
typewriter, hand-cranked duplicating machine, and courage—distrib-
uted thousands of anti-Nazi leaflets and worked toward unifying resis-
tance across Germany. Their ultimate goal:  remove Hitler from pow-
er. Their name: The White Rose. Hans Scholl, his sister Sophie, their 
friends Alex Schmorell, Christoph Probst, and Willi Graf were students, 
intellectuals, romantics.  Most importantly, they were Christians. Their 
belief in God compelled them to fight a regime that was anti-Christian 
and, therefore, anti-human. That fight cost them their lives. William 
Gebby’s new play celebrates these brave young people who were and 
will not be silent.
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Germany.  Primarily in and around Munich.
Time
May 1942 through October 1943.

